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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT VS 

SUBJECT: MR-4 COMMANDER'S REACTION TO CORRUPTION ACCUSATIONS 

1. MR4 COMMANDER LTG NGUYEN VINH NGHI MET WITH STAFF OFFICERS 
THIS MORNING ON SUBJECT OF CORRUPTION CHARGES POSED AGAINST 
HIM BY LOWER HOUSE DEPUTY, NGUYEN DUC CUAG AND HIS RESPONSE, 
EXCERPTS OF WHICH APPEARED IN OCTOBER 25 
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WITH ME IMMEDIATELY AFTER AND APPEARED I LSI LSI TALLY UPSET. 

NGHI COMMENTED THAT HE DID NOT INTEND TO REPLY TO FURTHER 
ACCUSATIONS. 

2. NGHI'S COMMENTS TO INDICATE HE IS CONSIDERABLY LESS 
CONFIDENT OF HIS POSITION THAN HE HAS APPEARED IN PAST. 

HE SEEMS MOST CONCERNED ABOUT POSSIBILITY THAT SAIGON OFFICIALS 
HAD "LEAKED" SUBSTANCE OF RECENT REPORT HE MADE TO JGS ON 
SUBJECT OF RF/PF, INADEQUAIEN AND MENTIONED THAT HE LIKE 
EVERYONE ELSE, PROBABLY HAS ENEMIES. (COMMENT: NGHI’S ASSERTION 
THAT DETAILS OF ACCUSATION WERE UNCOVERED BY HIS OWN STAFF 
IS CORRECT. FIGURES ON SOLDIERS NOT PRESENT ON PAYDAY, FOR 
EXAMPLE, ARE CONTAINED IN A STUDY OF TERRITORIAL FORCES 
PREPARED IN EARLY OCTOBER, AND NGHI HAS PERSONALLY DISCUSSED 
WITH ME PROBLEM OF SOLDIERS PAYING FOR MEDICAL EVACUATION.) 
HOWEVER, SINCE PHENOMENA OF GHOST AND FLOWER SOLDIERING IS 
NOTHING NEW. NGHI CAN NOT HONESTLY SHIRK RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
HIS LACK OF COMMAND ACTION BY PLACING BLAME ON SUBORDINATE 
COMMANDERS AS HE ATTEMPTED IN HIS RESPONSE. 

3. COMMENT: GROWING CRITICISM OF NGHI’S HANDLING OF TERRITORIAL 
SECURITY SITUATION IN MR4 ORIGINATED IN JGS. SOME SPECIFIC 
CHARGES LEVELED AGAINST NGHI SUCH AS NEED FOR SOLDIERS TO 
PURCHASE HAND GRENADES ARE CLEARLY INJUSTIFIED. HOWEVER, 

WEB OF CORRUPTION IN MR4 IS TOO WIDESPREAD FOR COMMANDER TO 
PLAUSIBLY DENY KNOWLEDGE. ITS PERVASIVENESS HAS CERTAINLY 
ADVERSELY AFFECTED MILITARY EFFICIENCY AND HAS BEEN EROSIVE 
OF MORALE. IN HIS PROGRAM TO IMPROVE RF/PF SENT TO JGS IN 

JUNE, NGHI CLEARLY RF.ORCtANI7.F,P NATURE OF PROBLEMS WHICH 
DEBILITATE TERRITORAL FORCES. (CAN THO 257). HOWEVER, 
DETERIORATION HAS CONTINUED WITH LITTLE EFFECTIVE CORRECTIVE 
ACTION BEING TAKEN, ASIDE FROM EXHORTATION TO PROVINCE 
CHIEFS QUESTION NOW MUST BE PASSED AS TO WHETHER NGHI IS 
HIMSELF SO ENMESHED IN "SYSTEM" THAT HE IS UNCAPABLE OF TAKING 
ACTION REQUIRED TO BRING ABOUT BASIC CHANGE IN SITUATION. 

SIGNED MCNAMARA. UNQUOTE. 

MARTIN 
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